
Resolution 
 

 

  2009/17 

  Review of United Nations support for small island  

developing States 
 

 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Recalling the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,1 Agenda 

21,2 the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21,3 the 

Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development4 and the Plan of 

Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development 

(“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”)5 and the outcomes of other relevant 

major United Nations conferences and summits,  

 Recalling also the Declaration of Barbados,6 the Programme of Action 

for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States7 and the 

Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action 

for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, 8 

 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 63/213 of 19 December 

2008 and reaffirming the importance of follow-up to and implementation of 

the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of 

Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, 

and reaffirming also the importance of the two-day high-level review, to be 

conducted at the sixty-fifth session of the Assembly, of the progress made in 

addressing the vulnerabilities of small island developing States,  

 Recognizing that, although they are afflicted by economic difficulties and 

confronted by development imperatives similar to those of developing 

countries generally, small island developing States also have their own 

peculiar vulnerabilities and characteristics, which render the difficulties that 

they face in the pursuit of sustainable development particularly severe and 

complex, 

 Noting that the United Nations designation “small island developing 

States” is a useful and important tool for recognizing and responding to the 
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particular vulnerabilities and characteristics of small island developing States 

and for assisting them in their pursuit of sustainable development,   

 1. Requests all relevant subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social 

Council, as appropriate and in accordance with their relevant mandates, to 

contribute to the report requested by the General Assembly in paragraph 21 of 

its resolution 63/213; 

 2. Invites the Committee for Development Policy to consider the 

findings of the report requested by the General Assembly in paragraph 21 of 

its resolution 63/213, as well as supporting documentation, and to submit its 

independent views and perspectives on United Nations support for small 

island developing States to the Economic and Social Council, prior to the 2010 

substantive session of the Council, and in this regard, the Secretary-General 

may wish to provide the Committee for Development Policy with 

supplemental information on United Nations institutional, administrative and 

technical support for small island developing States;  

 3. Decides to consider the issue at its 2010 substantive session and to 

make available a summary of the debate held during that session, together with 

the independent views and perspectives of the Committee for Development 

Policy, as a contribution to the two-day high-level review, to be conducted 

during the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly, of the progress made in 

addressing the vulnerabilities of small island developing States.  
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